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PERMIT APPLICATION:  NRS # 04.296 
 
APPLICANT: State of Tennessee 

Department of Transportation 
Environmental Planning and Permits Division 

   Suite 900, James K. Polk Building 
   505 Deaderick Street 
   Nashville, Tennessee 37243 
   (615)253-2477 
 
LOCATION: Old 15th Road over Gulf Fork Big Creek 
 Latitude: 35.8621º N 
 Longitude: 83.1061º W 
 Cocke County 
 
WATERSHED DESCRIPTION: Gulf Fork Big Creek is located in the Upper French Broad 
Watershed.  Gulf Fork Big Creek flows approximately 20 – 25 ft. in width and 6 – 24 inches in 
depth.  The substrate is cobble, boulder, and sand with a limited canopy consisting of hardwoods.  
Gulf Fork Big Creek is a Tier II stream that has its origin in the Cherokee National Forest and is a 
naturally producing trout stream. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The applicant proposes to improve the approaches and replace the 
bridge on Old 15th Road over Gulf Fork Big Creek.  The work would include the relocation of 
two unnamed tributaries.   
 
Station 13+90± (Rt.):  Unnamed tributary to Gulf Fork Big Greek.  Existing conditions are 65 ft. 
of open stream.  The applicant proposes to relocate 10 ft. of the existing stream.  A total of 55 ft. 
of the existing stream would be filled and mitigated for by payment to the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Foundation for the In-leu Fee Stream Mitigation Program.  
Station 13+65± (Lt.) to 14+90 (Rt.):  Unnamed tributary to Gulf Fork Big Creek.  Existing 
conditions are 192 ft. of open stream and 8 ft. of 12-inch reinforced concrete pipe.  The applicant 
proposes to replace the pipe with 20 ft. of 18-inch side drain and relocate 192 ft. of stream with a 
proposed 200 ft open stream channel. 
Station 13+22:  Gulf Fork Big Creek.  A 12 ft. x 50 ft. steel I-beam and concrete bridge would be 
replaced by 65.73 ft. of 3 18 ft. x 10 ft. slab bridges. 
 
The applicant proposes 210 ft. of on-site replacement in-kind.  The additional 55 ft. of class three 
(III) alterations will be mitigated for by paying $11,000.00 to the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Foundation for the In-leu Fee Stream Mitigation Program.  
 
PERMIT COORDINATOR: Trent Thomas 
 
USGS TOPOGRAPHIC QUADRANGLE:  Waterville, TN (173 SE) 
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